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Inspection dates: 12 and 13 July 2022 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Outstanding 

The quality of education Outstanding 

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding 

Personal development Outstanding 

Leadership and management Outstanding 

Early years provision Outstanding 

Previous inspection grade 

Ofsted has not previously inspected Christ 
Church Chorleywood under section 5 of the 
Education Act 2005. However, Ofsted 
previously judged Christ Church 
Chorleywood to be outstanding, before it 
opened as an academy. 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are very proud to attend Christ Church Chorleywood. They are appreciative of 
the caring community and the excellent relationships they have with staff and each 
other. Pupils are highly motivated learners and excel both academically and socially. 
 
Pupils benefit from the high aspirations and exceptional quality of education that 
leaders provide for them. Pupils persevere if they find their work hard.  
 
From the early years onwards, children learn the school’s values of ‘trust, love and 
respect’. They consistently display these values in their behaviours. Pupils have high 
levels of respect for their physical environment. They tidy up after themselves and 
take pride in their role of taking care of the plants and flowers, as well as each 
other. 
 
Pupils are kind and considerate. They appreciate differences in others and have a 
strong understanding of different faiths. Pupils value diversity and say that bullying 
does not happen because they have ‘kindness in their hearts’. They play well with 
each other and make sure everyone feels included in their games. Pupils are safe. 
On the rare occasions that pupils disagree, they are confident that teachers would 
intervene quickly and effectively. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have embedded an ambitious curriculum that begins in Nursery and 
continues to the end of Year 6. They have ensured that the curriculum is highly 
challenging for all pupils. Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) are well supported to access this curriculum. Staff are very well trained and 
have secure subject knowledge. They regularly check pupils’ learning. Teachers 
make careful adaptations to their plans in light of what this tells them. This ensures 
that all pupils achieve extremely well throughout their time at the school. Their work 
is of a consistently high quality. 
 
Leaders have prioritised reading across the school. From the early years, teachers 
share their enthusiasm for reading. Leaders have planned their reading curriculum 
very carefully to make sure children become highly confident and fluent readers. 
Children in Reception are well supported to quickly develop a secure phonics 
understanding. Staff ensure that older pupils also achieve highly and become fluent 
readers. Pupils love to read. They read regularly at school and at home. Pupils are 
confident in their reading abilities and are passionate when discussing books that 
they have enjoyed.  
   
Adults have high expectations of pupils' behaviour. Pupils are explicitly taught and 
shown how to behave in an extremely respectful manner. Routines and expectations 
are established from early years upwards. Pupils consistently demonstrate empathy. 
They understand that some of their classmates have different needs. Pupils are 
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happy to support each other to do well and they celebrate differences. They value 
their learning, and behaviour is extremely positive in and out of lessons. 
 
Leaders are highly ambitious for children in early years. As is the case throughout 
the school, the curriculum ensures children achieve well. Children are considerate of 
each other and motivated to do well. Staff expectations for all children are high. 
Children take turns and work well with each other. Children with SEND are very well 
supported. This contributes towards them being exceptionally well prepared to enter 
Year 1. 
 
Pupils’ personal development is promoted extensively throughout the school. 
Enrichment opportunities have been carefully interwoven into the curriculum to 
enhance pupils’ experiences and understanding of the world. Pupils actively 
contribute to the school and wider community. They value their role of taking care 
of the environment and are passionate about caring for nature. For example, they 
participate in the forest school and take pride in their responsibility for caring for the 
school garden. All Year 6 pupils complete an award in a junior citizenship challenge. 
They are enthusiastic about their contributions, which include reading to younger 
pupils and supporting them at lunchtimes. Pupils value the many opportunities they 
have to help and care for others. 
  
Leaders ensure that pupils have a strong spiritual awareness and a knowledgeable 
understanding of different faiths. Pupils show their understanding of diversity and 
different religious beliefs. They display a deep fascination for the world around 
them. This is enhanced through daily assemblies where they have the opportunity to 
sing and learn about parables. Pupils appreciate the opportunities they have to learn 
about different views, and they show a mature respect and tolerance for others. 
   
Governors and trustees provide support and appropriate challenge to leaders. 
Leaders’ high expectations are securely embedded in all areas of school life. They 
have successfully developed leadership within their school and ensure staff at all 
levels are highly trained to fulfil their roles effectively.   
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders have ensured that staff are well trained in identifying and reporting 
potential safeguarding concerns. Staff feel well supported by leaders to help keep 
pupils safe. 
 
Leaders are aware of local and national safeguarding concerns and are up to date 
about the risks pupils may face. Leaders ensure that pupils develop an age-
appropriate understanding of potential risks. Pupils are well informed about online 
safety and when in and out of school. They feel safe and are kept safe by staff at 
the school.    
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How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 139507 

Local authority Hertfordshire 

Inspection number 10211770 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 234 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust  Dame Gillian Pugh 

Headteacher  Duncan Gauld (Executive Headteacher) 
Sarah Selleck (Head of School) 

Website www.christchurchschool.herts.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 19 June 2007 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ Christ Church Chorleywood converted to become an academy school in April 

2013. It is part of Chess Valley Primary Learning Trust. When its predecessor 
school was last inspected by Ofsted, it was judged to be outstanding overall. 

◼ Since the previous inspection, the headteacher has become executive 
headteacher and a head of school has been appointed.  

◼ The school is a Church of England school and received a section 48 inspection on 
3 November 2017. The school’s provision was judged to be outstanding. 

◼ Leaders do not make use of alternative providers. 

 
Information about this inspection 
 
The inspector(s) carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 
2005. 
 
◼ Inspectors met with senior leaders, including the executive headteacher and the 

head of school, the chair of the trust, trustees and representatives of the local 
governing body. 
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◼ Deep dives were carried out in early reading, mathematics, history and 
computing. For each deep dive, inspectors spoke with curriculum leaders, visited 
a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers and spoke to some pupils, as well as 
looking at a sample of some pupils’ work. 

◼ In addition, inspectors also spoke to leaders about the curriculum they deliver for 
art and science. 

◼ The lead inspector met with the designated safeguarding lead and looked at 
safeguarding records, as well as discussing staff training and how the school 
creates a culture that supports the safety of all pupils. Inspectors also examined 
the single central record and spoke with staff and pupils about safeguarding. 

◼ Inspectors considered 39 responses to Ofsted Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey, 
including 32 free-text comments. Inspectors also considered 119 responses to the 
online pupil survey and the results from 38 responses to the online staff survey. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Bessie Owen, lead inspector Her Majesty's Inspector 

Lynda Walker Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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